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r'e REVOLTION, wiaeh com-
O prises  the political wrnitings of
Leon Trotrky for twelve vears prior to
the Hussian revolution down to the date
of the overthrow of the autocracy, gives
us not only a vision of the revoluiion in
its formative stage, but-—through the
clarity of his political vision—a glimpse
of the man himself.

In the bographics]l notes which pref-
ace Our Eecolution Trotzky is summed
up as alert, aggressive, white hot; vibrat-
ing that mental passion which always
charactenizs the intellectual Jew; and it
is in this racial characterizalion, as an

intellectaal  Jew—to which  should be
added the inlfluenee of a Hussian en-
vironment—that we, perhaps, get the

kevnote (o the man,

Trotzky, the Knower.

After centuries of perseention, con-
tinued in Russia to this day in constantly
reeurring pogroms, it is a wonder that
the men of Trotzky's race should lave
- gurvived as a coherent entity. The goyim
have indeed been ungrateful. Consider
the world’s aftitude—and especially Rus-

sin's attitude—toward the Jew, in the
light «f the astounding paradox in
Disracli's glowing sarceasm: “One-half

of the civilized world worships 2 Jew and
the other half a Jewess.”

it 1s this world attitude toward the Jew
that has developed in the race to such a
marked degree their chiel characteristic,
cunning. We are not using the word in
ils narrow sense, but rather as applied by
Cariyle, from the same ruot as konig or
king—the knowing man. The word fits
Trotrky well, for it was thiz same Jew-
ish inberitance of eunning which made
him konig or king de facto, 1f not by
pomination, of the Russian revelution.

Single of Purpose.

This trait is emphasized in the intense
power of concentration, amnd the acute
singlencss of purpose i the man: *oven
in hiz quietest moments he rescbles a
spring.” Trotzky envisages both Limself
and the revolution when he depicts a na-
tion “wathered into one eompact whole,
as & lion ready to leap.”

Trotzky's plan for the revolution owed
both its sirength and its weakness 1o lus
power for eoncentration, and to his nar-
rowness ol vision. He saw with a single
eve, a single idea, and rejecting all com-
promise, all middle of the road oppor-
tunism: by sheer foree of dircet and nar-
vow purpese be sueveeded  In exeentinge
his plan, where. perhaps. bizger ana
brosdor men would have fazied.

It was not a democraey that Trolzky
aimesd 1o establish in Russia, and throgeh
assia to impose on (he world,  The adea of
a government of the peopde, |
ple and for the people he rejected
g the beairieoiswe an oppaortan o ox-
‘nh!il the workers. Early o hite saper-
saturatin] in Marxism, Ty load come
to beliove that wan’s only Lope for politi-
eal crinneipation lay, not an a republie,
but in an labor dictator=hip —and that
dl':;;lll" the faet that the ]il"hll".-‘lt'..'ll or
urbun working class in Bussin are, a3 8
class, merically smadl ecompared  with
and are, mentslly, on a
much lower plane than the wadile and
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The Russian Middle Class.
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the role of a leading dominant
powar. ®* * ° Wken we speak of a
labur government we mean that the
hegemouy  belongs  to  the  working
classes.™ -

His bitterness against the peasantry is
accentuated by the fuet that it was the
sons of peasants in the army of the
Czar, who overthrew the uprising of the
proletariat in 1M5.

Yet he is willing to effect a compromise,
for the present, at least, but fears for
the suceess of the iabor dictatorslip un-
less it is reflected by a similar uprising in
Germany and other eountries, und the
Russian prolelariat is able to call upon
the more highly organized resonrees of
the neighboring States to lelp them by
force of arms to subdue the peasantry to
the role of economic subserviency he has
assigned 1o them: otherwise, Trutzky
foresces great dunger to the revolution.

And when Trotzky foresees anvthing it

lins almost uneanny significance for us.
Twelve years ago the revolution was
planned by Trotzky, in minutest detail.
In a Russian jail he dreamed this dream,
and wrote the essay—included in this
volume—on Prospeets of a Labor Dicta-
torskip, wherein he sets forth the whole
course of the Rus<ian revolution as it has
unfolded before us in the last few
months

So explieit are his direclions as to what
should take place, so necurately does he
euvisage Lhe aclunl happenings of to-day,
that in reading this essay, written twelve
vears ago, “one has the feeling * ¢ *
as il they were discussing problems of
the present situation.

True, Trzky Las fallen. None the
less the operation lie set oul to perform
was “suecessful,” aithough the ultimate
recovery of the patient is problematical.

Trotzky's narrowness of vision did not
enable Lim to see that what was possible
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Trotiky and —Pr_ij'is Project, Self Revealed

in Russiu was most improbable in other
countries. Precedents, to him, were blind
alleys; they led nowhere. Throughout the
essays he constantly reiterates: *“His-
tory does not repest itself.”

The fact that a revolution Las never
occurred in a truly demoeratic country
signified to lum, if it signified at all, that
Russia must light the way. Ie expected
that even such advanced democracies us
the United States and Engiand would
thirow off the yoke of “Lourgevisic econ-
trol,” and join hands with the Russian
pruletariat the moment the labor dicta-
torship became a fact. His international-
1sm has failed where his narrower na-
tional vision secured a riomentary but
most overwhelming suecess

The Man Himself.

Trolzky has been heralded as the long
looked for Russian Messiah; he lms been
described as the malevolent, unserupulous
agent of pan-Germanin; others would
dismiss him as a pitiful, ridiculons figure
—a charlatan, elown or buffoon.

But neither praise nor shuse is good
argument. Trotzky's life, a singularly
clean ome, is an open book which, read
with the record of his writings, shows
that from the time he left the universily
to plunge into the maelstrom of revolu-
tionary politics he bas steered a straight
course.

A brilliant seholar, a forseful writer
and dynamie orutor: with his inlense
power of concentration he might easily
have achieved fume and amassed wealth,
as so many of his compatriots have done,
It was no “primrose puth of dalliunce”™
that he clivse to tread, but the hard road
of poverty and Liard work, varied only by
enforeed “vacations” behind prison walls.

Doubtless Lis course was influenced by
the many eeniuries of oppression his ruce
Las suffered. But it was not to avenge
the race that Trotzky arose, but through
the medinm of the revolution to establish
a laubor diclatorship  and  emaneipute
mankind.

As the curtain deseends upon what
may be the last act of the grun tragedy
of the revolution and Trotzky steps ont
of the spotlight it the darkness of the
Russian night we enruestly commend this
volume of the colleeted I"f'\'ll]ul.ll'lllﬁl"\‘
wrntings of Leon Trotzky to those who
wonld know something of the man and
of the revolution he planned.
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THE EARTHQUAKE

By ARTHUR TRAIN

What has the war meant to you?

In these war days, you will find ufinite comfort. fun, and in-
spiration in this new novel of the day and hour.
way which conveys much shrewd and useful adivice the adventures
and reactions of a typical American family, when they found thut
America was not only “at war,” but “in™ the war to the hilt, and
provecidted, each in his own way, to do themr hit
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